
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WINTER IN STOCKBRIDGE 
 

Among the Museum & ArchivesΩ 
extensive collection of photographs are many of 
past winters in the town.  Here is a sampling of 
some winter activities which took place including 
sleighing on Main Street, shoveling, plowing,  
skiing on Beartown Mountain, playing hockey, ice 
fishing, ice harvesting on Echo Lake, making a 

snowman in 1940 on the corner of Interlaken 
Road and Train Hill Road.  The single skier is 
Joseph Franz. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOUISA ON TUESDAYS 
Thanks to a most generous bequest from 

Clyde WadeΩǎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ, Louisa Lebwohl of Stephentown, 
NY will be helping in the Museum & Archives on 
Tuesdays.  She graduated from Hampshire College in 
2014 with a BA in history.  Louisa will be working on 
the archival collections and adding collection guides 
to the library website.  Louisa spent time this past 
summer assisting the Library and the M&A.  
              Stop in and make her acquaintance.    
  

IN MEMORIUM 
The Museum & Archives recently lost two 

people who were important to it.   
Polly Pierce, who served as Curator of the 

Historical Collection for thirty years and made it an 
integral part of this town, passed away in December 
2016.   

Marge Blair, who joined the M&A as a 
volunteer after retiring from the Norman Rockwell 
Museum, passed away in January 2017.  She was 
willing to help with anything that would be good for 
the collection.   

They both will be missed. 
 

 
 
   PROCTER GALLERY EXHIBIT 
 
 
The photographic work of Edwin Jaffe (1922-2007) will be 

ƻƴ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ŘƻǿƴǎǘŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ tǊƻŎǘŜǊ DŀƭƭŜǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
February 7 through April 15, 2017.  Mr. Jaffe was a businessman 
who moved to Stockbridge in 1968.  He became involved in many 
organizations in the area and served on the Board of the Berkshire 
Theatre Festival.  He was founding chairman of Berkshire South 
Regional Community Center in Great Barrington and helped 
initiate the Railroad Street Project. 

From the time he received his first camera at the age of 
13, he became an avid photographer.  He captured the ordinary 
and the extraordinary on film.  This display will include landscapes, 
people, and botanical images that he took throughout his life.   

There will be a Curator Talk on the Exhibit on Wednesday, 
February 15 at 1pm. 

 
 

RECENT DONATIONS 
 

In our last issue of the newsletter, Barbara asked for donations to help expand the 
exhibit at the M&A which shows telephones that were used within the town of Stockbridge 
over time.  John Bormolini very kindly donated a heavy black dial desk phone manufactured in 
1956 along with information on its history.  Barbara is still looking for an early crank wall 
phone if anyone has one they wish to donate. 
 Harold French made a donation of the bells (pictured left) that would have been 
attached to his famiƭȅΩǎ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŀǊ ƻǊ ǎŀŘŘƭŜΦ  With its ten clappers, it would have produced 
a lovely sound. 

 
 

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS 
Wednesday, February 8 at 6:30 

Bement Room 
 

The February 8TH Behind Closed Doors program will be From Church to Home.   
Eric Hilton, who purchased The Congregational Church of Interlaken (pictured left) in 

January 2000, turned it into a home.  He will talk about how it changed.   
Steve and Shirley Blanchard will explain how they worked with the house next door 

to the church (pictured below right) which was once used as the parsonage for the church.   
 
In order not to conflict with the schedule of the Stockbridge Planning 

Board meeting, our February program will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 8 at 
6:30 in the Bement Room at the Library (instead of Tues. Feb. 7). 

Check the Library website for the date and time of the March Behind 
Closed Doors program, The Center of the Town.  One of the doors we will take 
a look behind that month will be the home on Pine Street of Stephen Field, 
inventor of the trolley. 

 



TOWN HIGHWAY GARAGE AT INTERLAKEN 
 

The Stockbridge Highway Department was located at 1 Shamrock Street prior to 1931 when a new highway garage for 
housing machinery and equipment was built at what is now the Curtis Park on Averic Road in the Interlaken section of the 
town.  The 1931 town report states that the new highway garage άǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ-needed suitable place for properly caring 
ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦέ   It also states that the expense of building the garage was minimal as part of the materials were given to 
the town by Mrs. William H. Clarke and a part were salvaged from discarded highway railings.  Under expenditures for the 
Highway Department a line item ƭƛǎǘǎ άDŀǊŀƎŜέ which ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊƛƻǊ years.  It was for $796.36.  

According to Harold French, the first motorized road grater ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ мфпфΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ 
garage would have been used for smaller equipment and hand tools at that time.  It did not need the space that ǘƻŘŀȅΩs large 
plows and dump trucks require.   
 The Averic Road building was used until 1951 when a new άǘƻƻƭ ǎƘŜŘέ was constructed 
on Route 102.  The old building was sold to the highest bidder, Warren Haywood.  He dismantled 
it and used the materials in the construction of a garage at 6 Averic Road (pictured right) where he 
built a house in the 1950s.   

 After the building was removed the property 
was turned into a park and playground area.  The 
footing for a building can still be seen in the ground at 
the park (pictured left).  An item on the 1952 town 
warrant lists  άto raise a sum of money for constructing a multi-
ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ όǎƪŀǘƛƴƎΣ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴƴƛǎύ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀΣ осΩ Ȅ 
туΩΣ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǘƻǿƴ ǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ LƴǘŜǊƭŀƪŜƴΣ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōƛǘǳƳƛƴƻǳǎ ŀǎǇƘŀƭǘΦέ   A swing set was 
installed and a skating area was prepared which was flooded 
for many years by the Interlaken fire department for ice 

skating.  As far as I know there was never a baseball or tennis area created.  Today the park has much 
more playground equipment along with a picnic area which is used by many (pictures below).  The brook 
which flows into the mill pond was always stocked with trout each spring and was a favorite fishing spot 
for many.  Today the park has an interesting sign (pictured right) warning of mercury contamination in the 
fish by the Mass. Department of Health.  
 I was unable to locate a picture of the Highway Garage when it was at this site.  If anyone has a picture, the Museum 
& Archives who greatly appreciate a copy of it for their collection. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  (Jan. 2017 from Averic Road)  

         (Jul. 2011 from back of pond looking toward Averic Road) 

  
   

PROCTER MUSEUM & ARCHIVES HOURS 
Tuesday 9-8, Wednesday and Friday 9-5, Thursdays 9-1 and Saturdays 9-2  
If you plan to spend time researching, it is always a good idea to call (298-8190) to check for availability. 


